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NEWYEAR'S IN

THE SOUTH «
FIFTY YEARS AGO

—

By WILLIAM ROSSER COBBE.

HE first day of Janoary at the
South B0 years ngo presented
soenes that would be strange
indeed if enacted i this gen-
/ ertion,

To the negro slaves as well
: 8% Lo the many white people
was' konown only as “hiring day."”
At every counly seal in every slave state
was the yearly custom for peaple of all
jegrees to gather, some as speclalors,
pthers as actors in the evenls of the day.
far the greater number collected
prompled eolely by idle curionity.

Upon every corner and at every point
lavailable in the courthouse aquare mat
negro women with greal baskets of “ap-
ple-jacks"” (a sort of fried apple ple), gin-
gerbread and persiminon beer which they
cffered for sale.
During the day men engaged in tesia of
agllity and strength, which ended not in-

Aunty Selling
frequently in a free for all fight in which
fista only used and after which no
arresia those New Year

g

* daya they were '
did a Ia Whisky was
plentiful the prejudiee

der,  This, also, wna commonly the prae
tice as to “ecornfield niggers’’ and une
skilled laborers gonerally, of both sexes.
There were pathetic scenes now and
then when negroes were sold at public aue
tion on New Year's day, Very rarely it
chanced that at such times members of
the same family were sold to masten

, widely separated.

It should appeal to the common sense
of any man that elaves being valuable
holdings, their owners would neither treat
them cruelly nor permit them to be abused
by others. Owners of valuable hiorses uni
formly are kind to them, and horses are
not human,

In this Bouthern New Year's day, too,
men met to settle long due debis, to pay
doles and lo rent farm lands. Taken al
together, it was & busy, busy day, full
of its comedies as well as s dramas, and,
aomelimes, tragedies,

‘At such times the slaves of the planta-
tions enjoyed their annual two weoks'
vacstion and these crowded the villages
to buy all manner of gimeracks—oheap
jewelry, ribbons and laces, and, having
¢ sweel tooth, cheap eindies as well. Any
well-ordered slave could make “overtime”
money, amd it was a very sorry one, ine
deed, who bad not a few dollars at the
New Year, to throw away in folly upon a
wife or a sweetheart.

The “white trash” gathered then solely
with & view fo looking on and to picking
up what they cotuld, As they were de
spised by both the well-to-do whites and
the negroes of all degrees, they usually
kept to themselves. They neither hired
nor were hired, hut in some manner con:
trived to secure their full share of

whinky,

Like the old “general muster” duy of
the antebellum days, the ‘slo" de wah'
New Year has passéd away with all ity
scenes and shiftings, yet the memory of
it remams with the older residenis as re-
minder Lthat one day at least, and that the
initial one, of the SBouthland, was one of
potentinl enorgy and signally eharacteris-
tic im iis incidents of the age and times,

Had the Same Efeor,

“1 hear that Jack's flancee has made
him give a New Year's promise to stop
smoking.”

“hat so? Well, mive has not said a
word about giving up the weed, but our
engagement has just the same effect.”

“How st

“Every time I eall all the cigars in my
vest pockel manage to get crushed, and,
of course, I don't smoke them!"™—Balti-
more Herald, >

Plans for the New Year.
Now man resolves {0 strive anew
Ang in the coming year win more
ot t whith milsers fAsten to
he has ever galned before.

Hin wife appinuds him andsite fown
Considering how ghe will show
A few new dldees Lo the 1own
If hubby gets his schemes Lo go.
~=Chicago ord-Herald,

TRUE TO0 HI3 RESOLUTION.

SEVERE WESTERN BLIZZARD.,

Most Serfons Stearm In Years, Snaw
Drifis Six te Ten Feed Deep T
peding Movements of Tenlas,

Denver, Col,, Dee The bllrzard *
thint raged on Friday and Saturday in
enstern Colorado and Wyoming and
western Kansas and Nebraska waa
the most serious in vears to the rail
ronds as far as the Interruption of
traffic in comcerned. All traing on
the Umion Tacifie and Burlington
roids were delayed at least ftwenty-
four hours, and some trains due Sat-
urday morning only reached Denver
Sunday night., This iy true of trains
over the Knnsas Pacifle branch of the
Union Pacific. Along this line snow
drifts from six to ten feet deep made
the movement of trains Impossible
until the tracks would be cleared
Perhaps the storm was most severe
on the Denver & Alliance branch of
the Burlington. This line runs io the
Rlack Hills, and tralns which left
Denver on Friduy were only released
from their wedged positions in the
drift Sunday. One train, which was
completely hidden from sight by the
snow, was relieved by snow plows
from Allinnee, Neln A supply train
wag run from Mercer, Neb., with fuel
and provisions to provide for the
needs of the imprisoned passengers.
It required desperate work to reach
the stalled train through the blinding
storm and almost impenetrable drifta.
The attention of the railronds Sunday*
was directed to getting the trins
going on schedule time again, and it
s expeeted uzunl conditions on the
Purlington and Union Pacifie will
soon prevail,

PRESIDENT IN VIRGINIA,

20 .-

The Family Attends Chureh in the
Morning and Goes Horsebaclk
Riding In the Afternoon,
Rapidan, Va., Dec, 22~In a driving
rain the president, Mrs, Rooscvelt and
four of her children, accompanied by
their host, Mr. voseph W, Wilmer,
went horseback riding Sunday morn-
ing. The party left the Wilmer man-
gion shortly after three o'clock in
the afterncoon and did not réturn un-
til five o'clock. It has rained here
hard and incessantly since an early
hour Saturday night. Bunday morn-
ing the presdent and his family tnd
Mr. Wilmer drove to the plcturesque
little Episcopa. church in Rapidan to
attend divine service. The trip was
mude in o big earringe capable of
penting comfortably ten persons, It
wns denwn by four horses, Mr. Wil
mer himsell driving. Not more than
a score of worshipeys braved the
storm to atiend the service. No ref-
erence was made by the reetor, Dr.
Cross, to the president. At the con-
elusion of the services Mr, and Mrs.
Roosevelt were greeted cordially by
the pastor and the few members of
the pnrish present, the introductions
being made by Mr, Wilmer, Owing to
the severe rednstorm the wild turkey
hunt will be abandoned. =

THE HUMEERTS ARRESTED,
Notoripus Parvisian Swindiers Cap-

tured in Madreld After n Suecess-
ful Career of Twenty Years,

Madrid, Dee, 22.—Mme. Humbert,
the chief anetress in n swindle which
duped Paris bynkers out of $12,000,000
and whose bold scheme defled detec-
tion for more than twenly yeiars, is a
prisoner in the hands of the Madrid
police,

Mme, Humbert, her husband, Eva
Humbert, and the three d'Aurignacs,
Romain, Emilie and Marie, were ar-
rested here Saturday.

When arrested, one of the family
hunded a poackage containing $45,000
to soma people who lived in the same
house with them: This paneknge has
been sent to the French consulate,

The Humberté are being well treat-
ed In prison. They nre permitted to
have their menls sent in from a neigh-
boring restnurant. They all oecupy
separate cells, are carefully watched
and are not allowed io receive vis-
itors.

MARCONI'S GREAT BSUCCESS,

The Inventor Has Sent Wireless Mes-
nages Botween Cape Bretom, N,
8., and Cornwall, England.

New York, Dee, 22,~The foilowing
dispateh from Mareoni, dated Glace
Bay, N. 8., December 21, bas been re-
ceived here:

“I heg to inform you for circulation
that T have established wireless tele-
graph eommunication between Cape
Broton, Cannda, and Cornwall, Eng-
land, with complete success, Inaugu-
ratory messages, including ona from
the governor genernl of Cannda to

ng Edward VII. bave already been
transmitted and forwarded to the
kings ef England and Italy. A message
to the London Times has also been
transmitted in the presence of ita spe-
ein] correspondent, D. Parkin, M. P.

“G. MARCONL"™

by wireless telegraphy from
Marzoni at Cape Breton, N. 8.

Missis;ippi State News

.

Anﬂauu' in Marder Cane.

The effect of applause on an au-
dience on a murder verdict was con-
sidered recently by the Supreme
Court in the Raines oase, from Lee
county, and there was an intimation
that a case might arise in which such
a manifestation would warrant a re-
versal as having had too great an
influence of the jury. Private Johy
Allen, closing counsal in the case,
had made the closing speech for the
prosecution, and as he took his seat
he was greeted with an enthusiustic
burst of applause from the audience
in the court room; which was
promptly checked by the presiding
judge. The remarks made by the
Supreme Court on the subject of the
applause of Mr, Allen’s speech were
construed by certain individuals in
North Mississippi as a legal inhibi-
tion against. langhing at Johm Al-
len's jokes, and the result was that
considerable excitemeni arose in
Northeast Mississippi over this mis-
token interpretation of the court’s
decigion, which was in fact bated
on other grounds. Jourdan Boone,
of Corinth, who wak in Jackson last
week, looked up the decision and
found that it did not affect the right
of the people in Lo¢ and neighboring
counties to smile at Mr, Allen’s jests
and he was consequently much re-
lieved. “We have been laughing at
Mr. Allen's jokes for nearly twenty
years, snid Mr. Boone, “and T doubt
if even n decision of the Supreme
Court could wean the people from
their ancient rights in that respect.”

Coplah ;_; Trouble. -

County Superintendent of Fduca-
tion Wileon of Copiah county was
in Jackson last week in consulta-
tion with the State hoard of educa-
tion in regard to the school trouble
in hig county. ‘Buperintendent Wil-
son is made the défendant in a man-
damus suit brought by the county
attorney in { of the board of
supervigors of the county lo compel
the superintendenf*to run the public
schools for six months. According
to Mr. Wilson, fhere is not enough
money in the school fund to run the
echools for this length of fime, and
he cannotn run them on credit, He
cannot legally issue a warrant to a
feacher unless there is money in the
treasury to the credit of fhe school
fund. To do g0 would make him
liable on hiz bond for the amount
of the warrant. State Superintend-
ent Whitfield went over the matter
with Superintendent Wilson and de-
cided to go down to Copiah to look
into the case with a view (o adjust-
ing the trouble.  Superintendent
Wilson statez that he is more than
willing to run the schools for six
months if the funda can be provided
in any manner {o pay for the same,

Cotton Declslon.

A decision handed  down by
the Supreme Conrt at Jackson is
of considerable interest, as it set-
tles the responsibility for the dis-
astrous cotton fire which ocdurred
two winters ago at Vickshurg., The
cotton which caught fire was slpred
on an open lot contiguons to the
line of the Alabama & Vicksburg
Railway, and it was alleged {hat
the fire had its origin in the sparis
from a passing locomotive. A fest
ense was brought in the Supreme
Court by onme of the firms in-
volved, who sued for #$2,500 and
won, appealed by the railroad com-
pany, affirmed by the Supreme
Court. 'The snme fire involved the
loss of over $25,000 worth of cot-
ton and it is probable other suits
will be filed,

Married at Carrollton.

Mr. Eugene Neal, cashier of the
Peoples’ Bank at Carrollton, and
Miss Lillian Lanham, of. Lebanon,
Ky., gave their many friends quite
a surprise by taking the train to
Winona lnst weck, where they were

-

A Unigus Polnt

In the Supreme Court there will
be argued in Januwary a eriminal
casé which will present one of the
most unique questions ever presented
{0 any court before, The case is
that of the State ageinst Tom Pul-
pug, convicted of murder in Chicka-
saw county, and his attorneyvs have
appealed against the judgment of
the lower court, setting up, wmong
other things, that the jury in the
case of Pulpus were influenced in
making up their verdiet by a cam-
paign gpeech made by Maj. Varda-
man on the day the eourt was or-
ganized.  The bill of exceptions
in setting up this ground for rever-
el of the judgment recites that
the speech of Maj. Vardaman
aroused so much prejudice and race
antagonism in the minds of the ju-
rors summoned for the extra term
that they did not give the defend-
ant a fair and impariial hearing.
Pulpus was sentenced to be hanged.

Frult tirowsrs’ Assoclalion,

The Hoffman Froit Growers'
Associption wag organized at
Durant  last  week, A trans-
pnrtnlinu committon, t'ulll'lllmul

of B. A ]mecutnt'r_\', John
Brister and E. A, Pugh was appoint-
ed to confer with representatives of
the expregs company relative to low-
or shipping rates and fo enlist the
co-operition of the growers of fruit
and sfrawborries at Durant, West
and Goodman in an endeavor ta se-
cure lower transportation rates and
a reduction on box materinl, 8, A,
Monigomery delivered an able and
woll received address on the neces-
sity of unity,
Home Products Boosted,

Home manufactured products
were givon a boost at~Jackson, when
the railroad commission establighod
a speciol gehedule of rates on honw
eolton pieee goods, machinery  and
elothing, to apply to all roads and
become effeotive February 1st, The
commisston has had the matter un-
der congideration for some  time,
and several conferences have been
had with the rilroad people. The
gchedule of rates is ns follows: Cot-
ton pieee goods, over one line, 40
cents per 100; two lines, BO conts;
three lines, 60 cents.  Machinery,
over one line, 25 cents; two lines,
36 cents ; three lines, 42 cents, This
is in carlond lols, the minimum
carload heing 20,000 pounds, Cloth-
ing, one line, 65 cents; two lines,
78 conls; three lines, 93 conts.

Last l.a:n;m Eile.

J. H. Naples; expert tester of the
Baldwin  Locomotive Works, had
both legs cut off by a switch en-
gine in the Central yards at Jackson
lnst week and died. Naples brougi!
two engines from Scranton, Pa. fo
that city for the Gulf & Ship Islind
railroad.  He fired the engines 1ad
was examining them preparatory fo
making run fests down the Gulf &
Ship Island road wheh he was
struck by the ewilch engine, =ile
was carried to the Jackson Sanitori-
um and everything
done for him.  Naples wae a thirty-
second degree Magon,

pn.-u-ilrh* Wil

Yiekaburg Geis Back Tuxes.

City Assessor R. M, Kelly of
Vicksburg has been notified by the
revenue agent, Wirt Adams, to col-
leet nseessments upon the sum of
about three millions of property
made by the meent back tax inves-
tigations. This will give the eity
treasury about $60,000 for its share,

Kilted Win Ktepfather

Allison K. Blade, a 16-year-old
boy, at Natches last week shot and
killed his stepfather, Albert Clem-
ent, while the latter wag in the act
of assaulting the boy's mother with
an ax, Blade is & tinner’s appren-
tiece and his stepfather a  hard
drinker, who has spent several terms
on the county farm.  Blade #drien-
dered and & now in jail

Young Munter Killed.

Powell Franklin, son of J. E.
Frauklin, o prominent farmer of the
castern part of Lafayette county,
was instantly killed by the accident-
al dischiarge of his own gun while
hunting last weel.

Negro Train Wracker Convieted,

negro ¢
with wreeking the train onm

The Deuntsehland Damaged fo Sned
Estent that FPour Monihs Wil |
e Deguired for Nepalrs, |

Dee, 22.~=The |
Hamburg-American line stenmuer |
Deutachland arrived here at & gquarter |
past two Bunday afternoon,

When she wos neariog the Sellly inl
ands a eylinder burst and the star
boan] engine was badly damuped. 1t |
will require four months to effect re-
pairs. One engineer wis rather badly
scalded. The steamer left ut
three o'clock for Cherbourg and Humn-

Plymouth, England,

here

bury.

The necldent on
linppened at half
Sunday morning.

the Deutsehinnd
past

For & thme the ves-

one o'clook

sel was in complete dorkness and
flled with escopiong steam. The pas-
sengers were greatly alarmed, They

rushied from their eabins, anxiounsly
making inguiries as to what had oe-
ecurred,  Excellent  disvipline wos
maniatained; everyhody was  assured
that there was no danger, and the ex-
cltement gradunlly subsided.

With the exeeption of the enginger,
enught in the escaping
steam, the Deutschland’s oMeers sy
that no other member of tha enging
room stall was serlously Injured. The
pepalrs will cost  several thousand
The steamer came into port
uring her port engines alone, ot »
speed of 16 knots

A VESSEL BURNING AT SEA.

wha waw

ponnds

Large Ship on Pire Tweniy Miles
twom Noston=%en Too NMoagh for
Help to Reach Her,
Gloucester, Mnss, Dec, 28,11t in bes
Heved that o large vessel, clther o
tank steamer with oll or o sailing
erafl Jonded witn some highly-intfinm-
mable muterinl, was burned Suwlay
night in Massachusetta  bay, about
twenly milles ontslde of Doston har-
bor, A lifeswving crow  from  West
Gloucester mnile o strong effort 1o
rench ber, but o st southeast gule
drove them back when they were still
ten miles away from the burning ship.
About 10x30 o'clock Bunday night two
BPoston fishermen came into port and
reported that they passed within two
miles of the buridng vesss]l, but did
not attempt to sscertain her jdentl-
ty. The crew of one of them, which
passed to the leeward, reported smell-
ing burning ol and stated that the
vesnel was a very large one, These
two flshermen passed the burning ves
sel about hall past elght, but s 10:00
o'clock she could be seen {from shore,

barning fiereely.

About 10:30 e'clock Sunday night
the Boston schooners Gertrade and
FEmma W, Brown cuwma in, bolh hays
ing passed within a short distanee of
the burning vessel, but neither was
able to give her nyme or iell of the
fate of the crew,

Doth ugreed that the vessel wan o
lurge one and that she looked like a
tank stenmer.

CHRISTMAS MAIL BURNED.
Nevernl Hnndred Sacks of Mall for
the Waent Hurned In & Car on
the New York Central,

Syrncuse, N, Y,, Deo, 22.—Official re
pirt of the burning of a curlond of
Christmas mail en route for the west
was maute here nt 33458 o'cloek Sundny
nfternoon by the erew of mnil elerks
nrriving here from New York on the
fiust mall No, 3 on the New York Cen-
tral, which left New York at 5:45
m. Only twenty or thirty out of sev-
en or efgght hundred pouches wera
saved, the burned mail being for Chi-
cago and points furthor wesl,
of the main was destined for the Phil-
ippine und Fiji islands, The mail
sncks were in a storage ear, which
cartled no elerks, The crew was on
the eur behind, and diveovered the
fire between Peekskill aad Highland,
The ear wes left burning at the lat-
ter station,

Some

TRAGEDY NEAR LIBERTY, MO.

Joneph Foley Shoots and Kills Mres,
Wilkon and Then Rlows His
Own Head O,

Liberty, Mo., Dec, 24.—Josaph Foley,
Bundny, shot and killed Mrs, James B,
Wilson, and then witn o shotgun lit-
oerally blew off his own head, at the
Wilson farm, near here. Foley wns
formerly employed by the Wilsons,
and while drunk he went there Hun-
day to borrow a gun. He handled the
gun so recklensly that Mrs, Wilson
remonstrated with him, when he shot
and killed her without provoestion,
He then killed himself. Foley wax 24
years old, was 4 cousin of J, o Foley,
who three years ago wan charged
with killing hix mother and sister,
Mrs. Wilson was 35 years old.

Hanged nt New Roads, Ln,

Newroads, la,, Deg, 21-—Willis
Willlame, colored, burglar and mur-
derer, wae hanged here, Friday, in
the presence of at least s thousand
people. The erime for which Will-
bame was executed was Lhe murder of
young Albert Herbert, at Fordach sta-
tion.

Fach Giave a Feany a Year.

Hiawatha, Kad, Dec. 21—"Squire
Herbert oclebrated his eightiethbirth-
day ot Thursday, and all his
children, grandehildren and  great
grandchildren were present. Hach
gave the aged man 80 pennjes. The
coins filled o coal scuttle,

More Work for Dowen,
London, Dee. 81.—A special dispatoh
from Brussels says the Dutch minis
ter to Venezuals, Dr, Van Leyden, had
been recalied and that Duteli interexts
in Venesueld had been comumitied to

asbins®
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DR. WILL H. WOODS,
Physician and Surgeon.

Bpeginlty — Diseasas of Eye, Ear, Noag
d Throat

Cffice—0Odd Pellows' Bullding.
Hours, 11 &.m. V0 % pom.

DR. C. E. CATCHINGS,
Physician and Surgeon,

WOODVILLE, MISS.
0fMoe In MoGieheo building.

DR.L. W. MAGRUDER,
Physician and Surgeon,

WOODVILLE, MIS8,
OMee on Commeraial Row,

DR. JOHN F. THERREL
Physician and Surgeon,

WOODVILLE, MI1S8.
Office on Maln street ab his old stands

W. J. STOCKETT,
Attorney and Counselorat Law

WOODVILLE, MISB
Ofee on Commercinl Row.

ACKLAND H. JONES,
Attorney and Counselor at Law

CENTREVILLE, M18&
OfMeo in Quin Building,

D, 0 ENAMLETTE, w. F. TUOKRE.

BRAMLETTE & TUCKER

Attorneys and Counselors at Law
WOODVILLE, MISS,
OMce in brick bullding,

next door
(i ibo Kubn's drug store on o_.nu“

Row,

A. G. SHANNON,

Attorney and Counselor at Law

WOODVILLE, MIS8S.
Will practice in nll State and United
States courts in this Suate,

Honl estato bought snd sold on coms
misslon. OMes on Commaurcial Row.

J. H. JONES,
Attorney and Counselorat Law

WOODVILLE, MISS.
Office in MetGehos Bulldiog.

DR. L. W. PERKINS,
ADENTIST»

WOODVILLE, MIS&

OfMlve sl resldence.

DR. C. S. HAMILTON.
SDENTIST»

WOODVILLE, MISS,
Ofllce in Odd Fellows' Buildiog.

s
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OUTHERN EXPRESS 0.8

MONEY ORDERS

lor all your Small Remittances, by mail or
otherwise,

30id on all poiots in the United Ststls,
| Cansida, and on Havana, Cuba.

' CHEAP AND CONVENIENT.
NO APPLICATION REQUIRED.

A receipt in given and money will be res
funded if order is lost.

Bold at all ngencies of the Bouthern Ex-
press Comspary ab all reasopable hours,

RATES ARE AS FOLLOWS:
2 Ll

. 2.80.. 8 | Mot urer $108.

Wot over '13""“ : = X .:03.&4
d 00... " 00,
" 20,0010 * 150.3_.
. do00-18| 4 ito:00-

40.00 . - ¥
" BUOOD 18 - 150,00
" Yeo-es| % 1%9ve-
“ THAN)... W
o 100.00,.80 - mﬂ.
SHIP YOUR GOODS
BY THE

SOUTHERN EXPRESS COMPANY

which operates on 27,000 miles of first-clam
roileonds, with connections with other coms
pistiies, 1o all poinis sccessible by express

THIS PAPER IS ON FILE

iN CHICAGO
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